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| was totally blown
away this past month,
by the fact that so
many people came
from so far to visit us!
Several that | spoke
with came from West
Virginia, some from
Pennsylvania and
some even from as far
away as Ottawa, On-
tario, Canada! Each of
the people | spoke with
were united in their ab-
solute awe of how far

Chairman - Tom Berlucchi

It is springtime again at
the Fort. The winter
work that you all have
done now really shines.
April was a busy month
for us as a group. We
hosted two events that
brought over 175 re-
enactors back to the
Fort to shake off their
winter blues. But with
the changes of the sea-
sons bring us more
challenges. The
grounds are in need of
our help. This year we
finally have been given
advice from a profes-
sional arborist on how
to win the battle of over
growth, and not just
maintain small areas
from year to year. With
the advice from Dr.
Pickhard of American

From the Editor

the Fort has pro-
gressed in the past
several years. Are we
where we want to be
1" #8960 (Y #9%6' -"%
working on getting
there! It was good to
see so many people,
from so far away gath-
er to live and learn the
life and times of those
who spent their time
here at Fort Wayne.
Please join us again
soon!

Tree Arborist and the
assistance of dona-
tions from private
companies, we will
start the saving of eight
Ash trees. This is the
start of building long-
term controls to turn
the tide of the deferred
maintenance that is in
every aspect of the
Fort.

At the May 12 work-
day, Jeff Verstraete will
give us a day of his
tree cutting experience
to bring down hazard-
ous trees around the
property. This will
make a mess for the
short term. We will
need members to help
move stack and split
the wood. The grounds
need cleaning of trash

From Left: Judy Berlucchi, T] Berluc-
chi, Mary Berlucchi, Elise Parker

Photo by Sandra Asher

and some winter debris.
Not glorious work, but
work that needs to be
done. Once it is done,
we can move on to other
needed items to be ad-
dressed.

Projects are being dis-
cussed on professional
levels at the City. We
now are seeing activity
on the Visitor Center by
the City of Detroit. The
inside has been freshly
painted, floor repaired
and plumbing upgrades,
electrical lighting repairs
and the exterior is being
painted. We were re-
cently given permission
to paint the back of the
1848 Barracks. Then we
were asked not to pro-
ceed, because the City
will be sending over

Cont’d on page 3




Vice Chair- Will Eichler

The 2™ Annual Federal Battalion Drill
was held in the star fort the April 21-
22,2007. This year the event grew
over 2006. 85 men attended the drill
this year, including two units who
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comed to the US members of the
49™ NY, Co. D from the Toronto
area.

Saturday was a full day of drill. It
started with colors being raised at 9
am and the men went immediately to
work on School of the Soldier. After
that, time was spent on Company
Drill, both at the unit level and then
all men were massed and drill was
done as one company. With 85 par-
ticipants, we were only about 15
short of the regulation company!

After lunch, the first class session
was held. There were classes on ci-
6/210%70 ,3%2%D. %9"% #'3%'%0
guides and markers in drill. From
there, the rest of the afternoon was
spent in battalion drill. The men and
officers of the battalion did an excel-
lent job! Much was learned. As the

Weicome New Members!

Welcome Frank Perkins, Glen Ruczynski, Andrew
Staub, Jeremy Buschlen, David Gillespie, Deborah
Gillespie, Andrew Gillespie and Christopher Allens-
worth. We look forward to seeing you around the

Fort!

HISTORIC FORT WAYNE
COALITION

3660 Columbiaville Rd.

Columbiaville, Ml 48421

shadow of the Barracks spread
across the parade ground, the men
attended dress parade and the flag
was lowered for the day. One more
session of classes, including bugle
calls, first person and army paper-
work completed the training day. Af-
ter that, the men spent the evening
sharing camaraderie in the Barracks
with friends they may not have seen
all winter.

Sunday was another full day of drill.
In the morning, the battalion
marched out to the Riverfront Parade
grounds and worked on Skirmish
drill. Then battalion drill was the
work for the rest of the day. At the
end, all left tired, but having learned
a lot.

As one of the organizers, | want to

say thank you to the HFWC for the
support with this event. We were
able to use building 112 for one class
that needed to be held at an indoor,
controlled location. Thanks also go
to our officers and instructors for the
hard work done. We had several ac-
tivities going on to help raise funds
for the Fort. We sold the first 20 cop-
ies of Jim Conway and Dave Ja-
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for the HFWC work at the Fort. Two
bed sacks were also sold raising
$40.00. At the end of the event, the
hat was passed for expenses and to
help the Coalition out with the cost of
insurance. $40.00 of expenses was
paid and the additional $48.00 was
donated for insurance. Thanks to all
for a great event! We hope to put it
on for you again next year.

Federal Soldiers with Stacked Arms
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Berlucchi - Gont'd from page 1

painting contractors to start that
work. That is GREAT NEWS!! The
Federal Battalion Drill and the Me-
dich Battalion Drill have cleaned up
the inside of the star fort in April.
The upper level of the motor gate
entrance is totally cleared across
the back of the barracks and along
the riverfront. It is truly a wonderful
sight and | encourage all to come
and see. This is what we can do
when we all work together and
have good communication. We al-

Member at Large -

On April 14th, Shawn put the tires
on for the band saw while | took off
the old sill plates to casemate #2.
Jim Conway ordered the proper
blade and is ready for Shawn to put
it on. Shawn and | swept the top of
the dock to the Quartermaster
Shop and put the debris into the big
crack. Speaking of debiris, if you
have any broken concrete, broken
bricks, small rocks or gravel you

so have 4 new members to our
fort,s wildlife family. One of the red
foxes had four kits. We will all
need to take care to keep them and
our visitors from interacting too
closely on event weekends.

We are starting to see a new
growth, not the rebirth, of the Fort.
In my last article | informed you of
the new Fort Wayne Advisory
Council and its entire members. |
have been asked to be President of

would like to get rid of, we sure
could use it to fill in the hollow
dock. Dave Demopoulos is going to
get the sand we need for the floor
base of the Blacksmith Shop. Dave
Harbin, who made the balusters for
the Commandant's house is cutting
the first arch roof truss as well.
Shawn and | will be pre-fitting that
before the next Work Detail on May
12th. Does anybody have OSB

this new organization. This kind of
organization is not new to Fort and
was around when the fort was run
by the Detroit Historical Museum.
We had two seats on that advisory
council. | could have not made
these appointments if it was not for
the extra extraordinary efforts by
every member of this group. | have
said this to you all many times in
the past, THANK YOU!

plywood, even half sections, for the
roof of the Blacksmith Shop?
Shawn and | will need 6 people to
commit on seeing this project
through. You can reach me at rnju-
lian@aol,com or 810-793-6739 and
Shawn at fforgeit@yahoo.com.

Here’s the latest news on the
blacksmith shop. The front has
been removed and the tools have

floor. We have to get a bunch of If you would like to be part of this
project, email me at

fforgeit@yahoo.com

pavers out of the nearby sallyport
for installation. After we get the
fill sand, we will also be building a
false wall on the back of the Black-
smith shop to protect the barracks.

| will pass

been stored. The next step is to

your name along to Will.

remove the roof. Also, 6 inches of
dirt need removal to put in a new

Left: Shawn
Fitchpatrick

Right: Ric Julian

Photos: Sandra
Asher
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Upncoming Events

May 11

May 12

bership Meeting

May 23
May 25-27
June 8-9
June 9
June 27

July 8-9

Scranton Middle School
Presentation, Brighton, Ml

Work Day and General Mem-

Chatterton Middle School Presentation

Work Day at the Fort
Freedom Festival fireworks at the Fort

Civil War Days at the Fort

Colonel Medich and men
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Fort Wayne Through the Ages — Living History Event

Richards Middle School "Living History Lesson"

August 10-23 GHTI Progressive event, commemorating the 14th Michigan

Images of America: Detroit's Historic Fort Wayne

Copies of the Arcadia book
“Images of America: De-
troit’s Historic Fort Wayne,”
written by Dave Jamroz and
Jim Conway, are selling well.
Be sure to get your copy.
While you can purchase at
any big box book retailer or
websites like Amazon.com,
we recommend purchasing
through the HFWC. When
you buy from the retailers,
only about $1.00 goes to
help the fort. Thanks to the
generosity of the authors,
we are able to buy the books
as a Coalition at a 40% dis-
count. That means much
more money off the pur-
chase price goes to support

the Fort. The executive

board voted at its board
meeting on Saturday, April
28 to purchase 30 more cop

ies. We are making 29 avail-
able for sale and placing one
in the Coalition Library and
Archives. Our selling price
will be $20.00 per book. If
you want a copy, be sure to
bring cash or a check made
out to the Historic Fort
Wayne Coalition with you to
the workday on May 12. If
you want to reserve a copy
of the book in advance, feel
free to email Will Eichler at
steadiwill@comcast.net to

get your name put on the
list. Don’t worry - when we
sell out, we'll get more.
Purchase an excellent book
for an excellent cause!
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Truck Tracks

Truck Tracks is the name of the newspaper that was published at the Fort while it was in active service
around World War Il. Jim Conway has handed us a copy of one issue. When the HFWC Journal was
started, one of the goals was to provide an article each month about the history of the Fort. This article
will get us back to that. The copy that was handed to us is the December 19, 1945 issue. This issue is
dedicated to a retrospective at the end of WWII back across the first 100 years of the Fort’s service to
the USA. For the next few months, we’ll re-print parts of the article so you can see the perspective of
the military on the work of Ft. Wayne in its first century of service

WAYNE HALLOWED GROUND IN HISTORY OF THE NATION.

Glory of Century Reflected in Story of Romantic Post
Trained Soldiers in Defense of U.S. in Six Wars — Became Cross Roads of Army Motor Transport in 1942

Long before the motor truck was even a myth, Fort Wayne was a formidable military outpost guard-
ing the nation’s northern frontier. Although its guns never fire a shot at a foe, its military purposes were
as solid as those of the bastions of Verdun.

The sturdy French voyageurs of Cadillac, who founded Detroit, camped, and Indians fought, and
were buried where it now stands. As far back as 1832 it was used as a depot for recruits of the Black
Hawk War.

Fort Wayne, however, really had its inception in the War of 1812 when the problems of defense
from the British in the north brought on the construction of a series of forts along the Great Lakes and
St. Lawrence River.

In so far, the defenses of Detroit, which meant the entire area, were found to be useless. This outpost,
known as Fort Shelby and located where Fort and Shelby streets now cross, was abandoned as a military
post and for years afterward the section was without a military headquarters.

Defense Post

Then, a board of officers appointed to study the problem of defenses in the north, since most at-
tacks on us came from Canada in the War of 1812, decided on the chain of outposts of which Fort
Wayne was one.

They assumed that in the event of another war with Great Britain it would be possible to inflict upon
this country a sudden and severe injury by the destruction of large amounts of public and private prop-
erty in the cities along the northern boundary.

Furthermore, the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence mad the interior accessible from the sea.

The work really started in 1843 with the purchase of 66 acres of land from the farm of Henry Berthe-
let. Construction of the fort had been authorized by an act of congress, August 4, 1841, carrying an ap-
propriation of $150,000.



The surveys and the work of superintending construction were carried on by Capt. Montgomery C.
Meigs, who later became a General, and was then in the Corp of Engineers.

CHIEFLY ENGINEERS

In those days army officers were chiefly engineers. In building the fort they stressed the engineering
features and the fort walls were covered from flank attack at every angle.

It was originally a squared bastioned fort with sand embankments, a red cedar scarp and embra-
sures of oak. The red cedar was bought from Kelly’s Island in Lake Erie and 300 men were employed in
the cutting and hewing.

In 1844, 43 acres of the Isaac Todd Farms were added since there was not sufficient room for all the
buildings necessary to establish as large a post as was needed. This strip adjoined the original purchase
in the west.

Along its northern side a row of houses were erected as officer’s quarters. At the extreme western
end, a plot was set apart for a cemetery and the river front was graded to form a parade ground. At the
same time a stone barracks was begun in the fort plaza. Bodies in the cemetery were later removed into
the military burial plot in Woodmere cemetery.

The post, named after General Anthony Wayne, hero of the Indian War during the Revolutionary period,
became a real military establishment for the first time on December 15, 1861, when Companies B and F
of the Third Cavalry took station there.

RECRUITING TRAINING CENTER

During the Civil War several Michigan volunteer regiments were mobilized and received their first
training at Fort Wayne. In 1863, when the war was at its height, reconstruction work was started under
Lt. Col. Thomas J. Cram, of the Corp of Engineers.

Few changes were made in the general plans of the fort, but the log revetments, the old cedar scarp
was removed and replaced by a brick and concrete wall. The walls were made seven and one half feet
thick and 22 feet high, the brick facing measuring 18 inches with a concrete back of six feet thickness.

Up to this time the entire cost, including grounds and buildings, was $250,000.

The fort walls were dotted with slits through which riflemen could fire on an approaching enemy.
Sixty-four cannons commanded the river. The bastions on the corners of the fort gave a “star” appear-
ance, a characteristic of the plans of defensive works of that period to guard against effective flank at-
tack.

Join us next month for more of the Armies perspective of the first century of Fort Wayne.

Thanks to Jim Conway for making this great historical perspective available to us!




