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Historic Fort Wayne Coalition  

Hello again!  Let me start by 
apologizing for the tardiness of this 
month’s newsletter.  Work in the 
real world has kept me away from 
our volunteer work a little too 
much recently. 

That said, there is much good news 
to discuss this month.  We start a 
new feature.  Look down the left 
margin of the Journal and see how 
many hours we’ve given to the Fort. 
Multiply that by $20/hour and 
you’ll see the labor donation we’ve 
made this year 

Look in this newsletter for our new 
website information and more about 

From the Editor 

Chairman’s Corner – Tom Berlucchi 

Well summer is here and we are 
busy! The last work weekend we 
made a great improvement on the 
upper levels of the star Fort. We 
are busy giving tours at the Fort.  
I need your help in obtaining tour 
guides. If you want to be a guide, 
please send me an email at 
tberlucchi@yahoo.com. We will be 
giving the class soon on 
certifying tour guides.  

We have two park employees 
working at the Fort on Saturday 
and Sunday. Please make sure you 
look for Liksha and Sharon and 
introduce your self to them. Final 
interviews were held for the 
weekend site manager position and 
Tom Alleman was hired.  
Congratulations, Tom!  

We recently have had a lot of 
interest from members wanting to 
host events at the Fort. This is 
great but please contact one of 
the board members concerning 
any event first so we can ensure 
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civil War days.  Be sure to check the 
website often as it’s in its infancy 
and will change a lot as more 
content gets added.  See you on the 
24th at the work day!  

  Will Eichler 

that the proper paper work and 
scheduling is completed with the 
Parks Dept.  

Civil War Days is just around the 
corner in July and the event is 
shaping up to be outstanding.  

We have surpassed the 700 hour 
volunteer mark and it really 
shows. A lot of you are putting in 
a lot of time in and people are 
noticing the improvements.  
During the upcoming work-day the 
cover of the casemate is going to 
be put on. Then the casemate team 
will move to the next one.  

The Insurance issue should be 
settled very soon and we then 
can start moving ahead with our 
projects.  

Let’s make July an outstanding 
month for the fort!  

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5th TX members rest 
after drill at the 
April flea Market. 

 
 

DATE EVENT 

June 24, 2006 Ft. Wayne Work Day – 9-5 

June 28, 2006 Fireworks @ historic Fort 
Wayne 

July 8-9, 2006 Fort Wayne Civil War Days – 
hosted by HFWC 

July 22, 2006 Ft. Wayne Work Day – 9 AM – 
5PM – Coalition Bi-Monthly 
Mtg. at 1:00PM 

August 12, 2006 Ft. Wayne Work Day – 9-5 

September 9-10, 2006  ABATE Motorcycle Rally at 
Historic Fort Wayne – Large 
Fundraiser hosted by HRWC 

September 16-17 Decatur Civil War Muster – 
hosted by HFWC 

 

The Historic Fort Wayne 
Coalition will host it’s annual 
Civil War Day next Month on July 
8 and 9.  Please pass the word to 
all re-enactors that you know.  
This will be the first year in quite 
a long time that our 
Confederate friends will be 
back with us at this events. 

Some of the highlights of the 
weekend will include: 

• Vintage Baseball Assn. 
Games 

• A battle both days 

• Union troops will billet in 
the Fort Garrison 

• The 5th Michigan 
Regimental Band will 
attend and play 
throughout the weekend. 

• The Michigan cavalry 
Brigade will attend. 

• Straw, wood and water 
will be provided. 

• You’ll have a chance to be 
in one of the few sites 

Civil War Day – July 8-9, 2006 
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remaining in Michigan that 
the soldiers of the Civil 
War were. 

The City of Detroit Parks and 
Recreation Department are 
supporting our efforts fully by 
extending the normal hours of 
operation of the Fort on the 
weekend for the public to 9AM – 
5PM each day. 

We are expecting a contingent of 
our Cumberland Guard friends 
from Indiana to make the trip 
North to join us and see the Fort 
for themselves. 

Many of us have worked hard on 
the Fort over the past year.  This 
is our chance to use it to do what 
we love, re-live history and share 
it with the public.   

Please make time in your schedule 
to attend Civil War Days! If you 
are interested in helping, even in a 
small way, in making the event a 
bigger success, please email Tom 
Berlucchi at 
tberlucchi@yahoo.com to 
volunteer. 

  
  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                             
                               

The School itself went well 
in spite of the major 
hailstorm Saturday night, 
and light attendance.  Only 
3 cannons participated. The 
guys played cards in the 
Mess Hall through the 
storm Saturday night.  

We had a doctor, Joe from 
the 14th Michigan, and a 
civilian, Dennis who works 
for the Parks & Recreation 
Department, get certified.  
Ric picked up the two men to 
add to his cannon crew.  

Artillery School Report – Ric Julian 

 

John MacIntosh has been active 
in re-enacting for over 15 years.  
He started with the 5th Kentucky 
and after about a year switched 
his membership to the 9th 
Kentucky and has been a member 
of that organization ever since. 

John has spent the past three 
years serving his friends as the 
major of Medich’s Confederate 
Battalion.  Despite this, John 
tells us that all he ever wanted 
to be in the hobby is a private! 

It was John’s initiative that 
showed Historic Fort Wayne to 
nick Medich.  John set the bait 
for his battalion members by 
orchestrating a NCO and 
Officer’s weekend at the Fort in 
March.  The men had a leadership 
training event and lodged in the 
Spanish American Guardhouse.   

With the success of that event 
and seeing the potential training 
facility, Medich brought his 
Battalion back in April for their 
spring drill, which was a great 
success.  At the May work day, 
John presented the Coalition 
with a check for $500.00 that 
this Battalion had raised to help 

Spotlight on – John MacIntosh 

 

A very rare 
image of John 

MacIntosh as a 
Federal officer 
at Fort Wayne, 

april, 2005. 
 

Photo by Will 

eichler. 
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Ric was approached to go to 
the National Artillery 
School next April in West 
Virginia to become a 
National Certified 
Instructor.   

Jim Newkirk couldn't make the 
school because medical 
concerns only a few days 
before.  Additionally, he 
couldn't find anybody with a 
truck big enough to pull 2 
cannons.  

 

with the preservation of the 
Fort. 

It’s easy to see the loud, 
supportive voice John has been in 
sharing the story of the Fort to 
the Confederate soldiers in the 
mid-west.  His work hasn’t 
stopped there, though.  When 
work allows, he is found joining 
us for the work days and often is 
on the phone evenings discussing 
new ways to help the Fort with 
the Executive Board. 

Besides working as an 
infantryman, John is also an 
accomplished fifer and drummer 
and works to support Medich’s 
Fife and Drum Corp.  As the 
photo shows, he has even donned 
Federal blue when asked to 
support the Michigan Soldiers 
and Sailors’ Monument 
rededication and other 
preservation causes. 

John, thanks for your hard work 
for the Coalition! 
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Historic Fort 
Wayne  

Coalition 
It is time to draw your 
attention to the Coalition’s 
new Website.  You can check 
the beginning of this site out 
on the web at: 

www.historicfortwaynecoali
tion.com 

The thanks of the Coalition 
go to Debra Howland and 
Roger Howland for all the 
work they’ve done to this 
point and the work they 
continue to do to make this 
site a success.  There are 

Website 

3660 Columbiaville Rd. 
Columbiaville, MI  
48421 
 
Check us out on the 
Web: 
 
www.historicfortwayn

ecoalition.com 
 
 
E-Mail:  
juliandoris2@aol.com 
 
 
 
Promoting the 
restoration of 
Historic Fort 
Wayne by 
sponsoring great 
events. 
 

several new upgrades for the 
look of the site coming in the 
very near future and the 
executive board is thrilled to see 
this move forward.  

Be sure to pass the website on to 
your home re-enacting units and 
anyone you know who has an 
interest in Michigan History!  
Look for information on the site 
soon on tours, visiting hours and 
directions to the Fort to help 
our guests. 

  

Do you like what you are 
seeing here in the Journal 
and the work we are 
achieving at the Fort?  If so, 
pass the news on.  Feel free 
to send this Journal to 
anyone who shares our love 
of the Fort and its place in  

Michigan and American History. In 
order to grow Stronger, we 
need to continue to grow in 
numbers. As members of the 
group, you are our best voice. 
Contact Doris Julian at 
Juliandoris2@aol.com for 
membership applications. 

We have a great chance to 
help the Fort, be visible to 
the public and relax with our 
families coming up very soon.  
The Parks Department rented 
the Riverfront Parade 
Grounds out to a promoter 
who will open the grounds 
for a $4.00/head fee to 
anyone to watch the 
fireworks on June 28.  The 
Parks Dept. reserved the 
Star Fort for our use only. 

We need 10 people to attend 
in period dress to help walk  

Around and be visible and 
watch the historic buildings.  
These 10 people (we are 
limited to this number by the 
promoter) will be granted 
free admission.  Will Eichler 
is keeping the list.  It will be 
first come, first served.  All 
other members are welcome. 
If you come to the Fireworks, 
please join us in the Star 
Fort for an evening of 
camaraderie! 

Contact Will at 
steadiwill@earthlink.net for 
more information.  


