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Historic Fort Wayne Coalition  

Greetings!  What a great site 
last weekend to see the Federal 
Battalion garrisoning Fort 
Wayne. The event season is upon 
us and there is much good news 
in store.  Read on to find out 
about the most recent 
happenings in the Coalition. 
Check the schedule on page 2 
and join us for an event or work 
day if you can.  The snowball is 
starting to roll down the hill.  

From The Editor 
 

Chairman’s Corner – Tom Berlucchi 
The winds of changes at the Fort 
is still an ongoing process. The 
Detroit Parks Department is now 
in charge of the property and the 
events. They have given us the go 
ahead for a full schedule of 
events that we have purposed this 
year. We have grown from 4 
events to 7. The Detroit 
Historical Society is now in the 
process of inventorying the 
museums collections. Operations 
of the Detroit Historical Museum 
are now under their control. The 
good news for us is that the 
financial accounts for the Fort 
are still available. We are 
working toward forging lasting 
relations with the other groups 
that operate within the Fort. 
These groups are The Detroit 
Historical Guild, Friends of Fort 
Wayne (who have asked us to sit 
on their executive board), The 
Home Guard and the Colonial 
Dames. Later This month I will be 
meeting with these groups to 
progress a working relationship 
with the City Parks Dept.  We have 
two checking accounts 
established and will very soon 
have insurance for our group to 
operate under. These are two of 
the most important issues that we 
as a newly formed organization 
have faced. 
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Every time I talk to someone who 
has been away from the Fort for 
a while, they tell me how amazed 
they are at our progress. The 
hard work is noticed.  See you at 
the Fort! – Will 

Here is some great news – ALL 
THE HARD WORK that everyone 
who has helped us on work 
weekends has paid off. On March 
31, 2006 re-enactors entered the 
barracks building and spent the 
weekend - an awesome sight to see. 
The reason that happened is 
because of all the hard work that 
this group has done. The projects 
that we have submitted proposals 
for are now a go. We are going to 
be completing the work on the 
following areas: Front Porch to 
the commanding officers house, 
the Spanish American Guard 
House Porch, the fence around 
the powder magazine.  The cover 
of the casement that re-enactors 
built will be installed (weather 
permitting) and another re-
enactor club is providing us with 
the funding to do another one. We 
are working on rewriting the 
tours the public take. The 
Blacksmith shop will be reopened 
and used.  None of this was 
possible 3 years ago. Today it is 
reality and it could only happen 
because each and every one of you 
have taken the time to care and 
work on a historical gem call 
Fort Wayne.  THANK YOU ALL, it 
would not, could not ever of 
happened without you. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the 
17th Michigan Drill 

in front of the 
Barracks. 

DATE EVENT 

March 11, 2006 Ft. Wayne Work Day – 9:00AM – 
5:00PM - Coalition Bi-monthly 
Mtg. at 1:00PM 

March 18, 2006 Pre School of the Piece drill @ 
Crossroads – 11am  

APRIL 1-2, 2006 Federal Battalion drill – 
Hosted by 5th Michigan, Co. K 

April 8-9, 2006 Flea market weekend – Living 
History and Pre-School of the 
Piece drill 4/8 – 1pm 

April 22-23, 2006 Medich confederate Battalion 
Drill – Hosted by 9th Kentucky 

May 6, 2006 Ft. Wayne Work Day – 9AM – 
5PM – Coalition Bi-Monthly 
Mtg. at 1:00PM 

May 27-28, 2006 “Fort Wayne through the Ages” 
Living History – hosted by 
GLLHA 

June 3-4 2006 National School of the Piece – 
hosted by 1st MI Light Arty Batt 
D 

July 8-9, 2006 Fort Wayne Civil War Days – 
hosted by HFWC 

September 2-3, 2006 Flea market weekend – Lving 
history – potentially WWI and 
WWII soldiers 

September 9-10, 2006  ABATE Motorcycle Rally at 
Historic Fort Wayne – Large 
Fundraiser hosted by HRWC 

September 16-17 Decatur Civil War Muster – 
hosted by HFWC 

 

 

I am happy to announce that the 
Coalition has its own bank 
accounts.  We can accommodate 
checks written out to the 
Coalition. Now is the time to pay 
your dues. Dues checks can be 
made out to Historic Fort Wayne 

Good Financial News – Doris Julian, Treasurer 
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Coalition and sent to me for 
deposit.  

The web site for Decatur civil war 
muster is almost ready to go. The 
web site is: 
www.decaturcivilwarmuster.com 

 
  

 

  
  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                           
                               

Most of us know about the 
Spanish American era 
Guardhouse.  We also know 
about the WWII era guardhouse 
currently supporting the 24 
hour guards on the Fort now.  
I’ve just found out what was 
used during the Civil War. 

I’ve been reading “For Country, 
Cause and Leader – The Civil War 
Journal of Charles B. Haydon” 
edited by Stephen W. Sears.  It is 
an excellent Journal of a 
Michigan soldier who marched 
through Fort Wayne on his way 
to the Civil War with the 2nd 
Michigan Infantry.  Before the 
war, Haydon was reading law in 
Kalamazoo.  He enlisted as a 
sergeant in the 2nd Michigan, 
Company I. 

What becomes fascinating for us  

Civil War Guardhouse – Will Eichler 

 

Carlos Collada has been active 
in re-enacting for 4 years.  He 
joined the Coalition in 2005.  
Carlos is active with the 9th 
Kentucky, Company C CSA in Civil 
war re-enacting.  He lives in 
White Lake, near Waterford. 

Carlos has been a regular at 
almost every work-day we’ve had 
since November.  He is always 
ready to jump in the back of 
someone’s pick-up truck and go 
get a load of wood or brush and 
dispose of it.  He has also spent a 
good deal of time working 
around the splitter making 
firewood that we use for events.  
He serves as an ambassador for 
the Coalition to his home unit 
and we look forward to seeing 
him and the men of Medich’s 
Battalion at their drill in two 
weeks.  

Carlos was the person last april 

Spotlight on – Carlos Collada 

 Carlos Collada 
works to remove 
brush from the 

top of the Fort in 
2005. 
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is his journal entry of May 21: 

“I was called off guard duty abt 
10 A.M. to act as Marshal of the 
Court Martial to try a soldier 
for drunkenness and disorderly 
conduct.  He was convicted & 
sentenced to wheel dirt for two 
days & be confined during the 
nights in the guard house.  They 
use on of the sally ports for a 
guard house & it is not a pleasant 
place to stay.  It is all stone & 
brick except the doors which are 
oak plank 8 inches thick.  There is 
no light in it when the doors are 
closed.” 

The guardhouse for at least part 
of the Civil War was one of the 
sally ports.  Remember, the 
casemates were added when the 
brick wall was built around the 
Fort starting in the middle of the 
Civil  War.  

 
 

at the Soldiers and Sailors 
monument re-dedication event 
who figured out that one of our 
best weapons against the small 
sumac growth is the machete.  
Thanks to his finding, the 9th 
Kentucky has purchased over a 
dozen of these tools and will 
have them available for the work 
parties during Medich’s drill. 

Carlos is also currently 
working on improving his Federal 
Kit.  Though he doesn’t pull it 
out very often, he’s told me he 
wants it ready when we need it to 
support the Fort or Veterans in 
general. 

Thanks to Carlos for all the 
work he’s done for the 
Coalition! 
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Historic Fort 
Wayne  

Coalition 
Jim Rapai and I rolled out the 
southwest casemate cover 
on April 9.  We hope to get it 
and the front cap on as soon 
as the weather is decent.  

The grounds need to be 
mowed within 2 days of each 
event. I usually spend the 
night to get it done. Tom 
Berlucchi often helps out. If 

Notes from Ric – Ric Julian 

The Abate group of Michigan is a 
group of motorcycle riders 
who help to teach safety and 
fight for the rights of bikers. 
This is a national organization 
and we are blessed to have 
members of Region 20 as 
members of the coalition. These 
members approached the 
Coalition to help them hold a 
bike rally at the Fort complex. 
We have been working on bring 
this event to the Fort since 
early last fall. This event will 
be happening at the Fort 
September 9th and 10th. Some 
of the items planned for this 
event include: camping for the 
bikers within the Star Fort, a 
bike run on Saturday, guided 
tours of the Fort, Greek town 
and other attractions in 
Detroit, bike games at the Fort 
and a dance with DJ on Saturday 

 

ABATE Rally – Doris Julian 
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anyone is interested in helping, 
please contact me at 
rnjulian@aol.com or call 1-810-
793-6739. We need help to keep 
the Fort looking good.  

School of the Piece will be June 
3-4, 2006 at the fort. On Sun. 
June 4th, a Scottish Battery will 
be doing demonstrations at the 
end of every tour. 

night. There will be vendors on 
site for food as well as bike 
related items. So mark your 
calendars and join us. 

One area we will support this 
event is to provide living 
historians on site to support the 
tours given. 

There may be other place our 
help is needed as event plans 
solidify.  The Coalition executive 
board got behind this event 
because ABATE events typically 
raise between $15,000 and 
$30,000 for the charities 
selected.  The Fort is the charity 
in September. If this event goes 
well, it could become a yearly 
event for the Fort that 
would help it greatly.  I hope to 
see everyone there to have a 
great time.  

 

Do you like what you are 
seeing here in the Journal 
and the work we are 
achieving at the Fort?  If so, 
pass the news on.  Feel free 
to send this Journal to 
anyone who shares our love 
of the Fort and its place in  

Michigan and American History. In 
order to grow Stronger, we 
need to continue to grow in 
numbers. As members of the 
group, you are our best voice. 
Contact Doris Julian at 
Juliandoris2@aol.com for 
membership applications. 


